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The Advancement of Learning commended
to the care of Kings

To the King.

(1) It might seem to have more convenience, though it come often otherwise to pass (excellent King),
that those which are fruitful in their generations, and have in themselves the foresight of immortality in
their descendants, should likewise be more careful of the good estate of future times, unto which they
know they must transmit and commend over their dearest pledges. Queen Elizabeth was a sojourner in
the world in respect of her unmarried life, and was a blessing to her own times; and yet so as the
impression of her good government, besides her happy memory, is not without some effect which doth
survive her. But to your Mgesty, whom God hath already blessed with so much royal issue, worthy to
continue and represent you for ever, and whose youthful and fruitful bed doth yet promise many the
like renovations, it is proper and agreeable to be conversant not only in the transitory parts of good
government, but in those acts also which are in their nature permanent and perpetual. Amongst the
which (if affection do not transport me) there is not any more worthy than the further endowment of
the world with sound and fruitful knowledge. For why should a few received authors stand up like
Hercules' columns, beyond which there should be no sailing or discovering, since we have so bright
and benign a star as your Mgjesty to conduct and prosper us? To return therefore where we left, it
remaineth to consider of what kind those acts are which have been undertaken and performed by kings
and others for the increase and advancement of learning, wherein | purpose to speak actively, without
digressing or dilating.

(2) Let this ground therefore be laid, that all works are over common by amplitude of reward, by
soundness of direction, and by the conjunction of labours. The first multiplieth endeavour, the second
preventeth error, and the third supplieth the frailty of man. But the principal of these is direction, for
claudusin via antevertit cursorem extra vian and Solomon excellently setteth it down, “1f the iron be
not sharp, it requireth more strength, but wisdom is that which prevaileth,” signifying that the
invention or election of the mean is more effectual than any enforcement or accumulation of
endeavours. This| am induced to speak, for that (not derogating from the noble intention of any that
have been deservers towards the state of learning), | do observe nevertheless that their works and acts
are rather matters of magnificence and memory than of progression and proficience, and tend rather to
augment the mass of learning in the multitude of learned men than to rectify or raise the sciences
themselves.

(3) The works or acts of merit towards learning are conversant about three objects—the places of
learning, the books of learning, and the persons of the learned. For as water, whether it be the dew of
heaven or the springs of the earth, doth scatter and leese itself in the ground, except it be collected into
some receptacle where it may by union comfort and sustain itself; and for that cause the industry of
man hath made and framed springheads, conduits, cisterns, and pools, which men have accustomed
likewise to beautify and adorn with accomplishments of magnificence and state, as well as of use and
necessity; so this excellent liquor of knowledge, whether it descend from divine inspiration, or spring
from human sense, would soon perish and vanish to oblivion, if it were not preserved in books,
traditions, conferences, and places appointed, as universities, colleges, and schools, for the receipt and
comforting of the same.



(4) The works which concern the seats and places of learning are four—foundations and buildings,
endowments with revenues, endowments with franchises and privileges, institutions and ordinances for
government—all tending to quietness and privateness of life, and discharge of cares and troubles;
much like the stations which Virgil prescribeth for the hiving of bees:

“Principio sedes apibus statioque petenda,
Quo neque sit ventis aditus, &c.”

(5) The works touching books are two—first, libraries, which are as the shrines where all the relics of
the ancient saints, full of true virtue, and that without delusion or imposture, are preserved and
reposed; secondly, new editions of authors, with more correct impressions, more faithful tranglations,
more profitable glosses, more diligent annotations, and the like.

(6) The works pertaining to the persons of learned men (besides the advancement and countenancing
of them in general) are two—the reward and designation of readersin sciences already extant and
invented; and the reward and designation of writers and inquirers concerning any parts of learning not
sufficiently laboured and prosecuted.

(7) These are summarily the works and acts wherein the merits of many excellent princes and other
worthy personages, have been conversant. Asfor any particular commemorations, | call to mind what
Cicero said when he gave general thanks, Difficile non aliquem, ingratum quenquam praderire. Let us
rather, according to the Scriptures, look unto that part of the race which is before us, than look back to
that which is already attained.

(8) First, therefore, amongst so many great foundations of collegesin Europe, | find strange that they
are all dedicated to professions, and none left free to arts and sciences at large. For if men judge that
learning should be referred to action, they judge well; but in this they fall into the error described in the
ancient fable, in which the other parts of the body did suppose the stomach had been idle, because it
neither performed the office of motion, as the limbs do, nor of sense, as the head doth; but yet
notwithstanding it is the stomach that digesteth and distributeth to all the rest. So if any man think
philosophy and universality to be idle studies, he doth not consider that all professions are from thence
served and supplied. And this| take to be agreat cause that hath hindered the progression of learning,
because these fundamental knowledges have been studied but in passage. For if you will have atree
bear more fruit than it hath used to do, it is not anything you can do to the boughs, but it is the stirring
of the earth and putting new mould about thee roots that must work it. Neither isit to be forgotten,
that this dedicating of foundations and dotations to professory learning hath not only had amalign
aspect and influence upon the growth of sciences, but hath also been prejudicial to states, and
governments. For hence it proceedeth that princes find a solitude in regard of able men to serve them
in causes of estate, because there is no education collegiate which is free, where such as were so
disposed might give themselves in histories, modern languages, books of policy and civil discourse,
and other the like enablements unto service of estate.

(9) And because founders of colleges do plant, and founders of lectures do water, it followeth well in
order to speak of the defect which isin public lectures;, namely, in the smallness, and meanness of the
salary or reward which in most places is assigned unto them, whether they be lectures of arts, or of



professions. For it is necessary to the progression of sciences that readers be of the most able and
sufficient men; as those which are ordained for generating and propagating of sciences, and not for
transitory use. This cannot be, except their condition and endowment be such as may content the
ablest man to appropriate his whole labour and continue his whole age in that function and attendance;
and therefore must have a proportion answerable to that mediocrity or competency of advancement,
which may be expected from a profession or the practice of aprofession. So as, if you will have
sciences flourish, you must observe David' s military law, which was, “That those which stayed with
the carriage should have equal part with those which were in the action;” else will the carriages beiill
attended. So readersin sciences are indeed the guardians of the stores and provisions of sciences,
whence men in active courses are furnished, and therefore ought to have equal entertainment with
them; otherwise if the fathers in sciences be of the weakest sort or be ill maintained,

“Et patrum invalidi referent jejunia nati.”

(10) Another defect | note, wherein | shall need some achemist to help me, who call upon men to sell
their books, and to build furnaces; quitting and forsaking Minerva and the Muses as barren virgins, anc
relying upon Vulcan. But certainit is, that unto the deep, fruitful, and operative study of many
sciences, specialty natural philosophy and physic, books be not only the instrumentals, wherein also
the beneficence of men hath not been altogether wanting. For we see spheres, globes, astrolabes,
maps, and the like, have been provided as appurtenances to astronomy and cosmography, aswell as
books. We see likewise that some places instituted for physic have annexed the commaodity of gardens
for simples of all sorts, and do likewise command the use of dead bodies for anatomies. But these do
respect but afew things. In general, there will hardly be any main proficience in the disclosing of
nature, except there be some allowance for expenses about experiments; whether they be experiments
appertaining to Vulcanus or Daadalus, furnace or engine, or any other kind. And therefore as
secretaries and spials of princes and states bring in bills for intelligence, so you must alow the spials
and intelligencers of nature to bring in their bills; or else you shall beill advertised.

(11) And if Alexander made such aliberal assignation to Aristotle of treasure for the allowance of
hunters, fowlers, fishers, and the like, that he might compile a history of nature, much better do they
deserveit that travail in arts of nature.

(12) Another defect which | note is an intermission or neglect in those which are governorsin
universities, of consultation, and in princes or superior persons, of visitation: to enter into account and
consideration, whether the readings, exercises, and other customs appertaining unto learning, anciently
begun and since continued, be well instituted or no; and thereupon to ground an amendment or
reformation in that which shall be found inconvenient. For it isone of your Majesty’s own most wise
and princely maxims, “That in all usages and precedents, the times be considered wherein they first
began; which if they were weak or ignorant, it derogateth from the authority of the usage, and leaveth
it for suspect.” And therefore inasmuch as most of the usages and orders of the universities were
derived from more obscure times, it is the more requisite they be re-examined. Inthiskind | will give
an instance or two, for example sake, of things that are the most obvious and familiar. Theoneisa
matter, which though it be ancient and general, yet | hold to be an error; which is, that scholarsin
universities come too soon and too unripe to logic and rhetoric, arts fitter for graduates than children
and novices. For these two, rightly taken, are the gravest of sciences, being the arts of arts; the one for



judgment, the other for ornament. And they be the rules and directions how to set forth and dispose
matter: and therefore for minds empty and unfraught with matter, and which have not gathered that
which Cicero calleth sylva and supellex, stuff and variety, to begin with those arts (asif one should
learn to weigh, or to measure, or to paint the wind) doth work but this effect, that the wisdom of those
arts, which is great and universal, is aimost made contemptible, and is degenerate into childish
sophistry and ridiculous affectation. And further, the untimely learning of them hath drawn on by
conseguence the superficial and unprofitable teaching and writing of them, as fitteth indeed to the
capacity of children. Another isalack | find in the exercises used in the universities, which do snake
too great a divorce between invention and memory. For their speeches are either premeditate, inverbis
conceptis, where nothing is left to invention, or merely extemporal, where little is left to memory.
Whereasin life and action there is least use of either of these, but rather of intermixtures of
premeditation and invention, notes and memory. So as the exercise fitteth not the practice, nor the
image the life; and it is ever atrue rule in exercises, that they be framed as near as may be to the life of
practice; for otherwise they do pervert the motions and faculties of the mind, and not prepare them.
The truth whereof is not obscure, when scholars come to the practices of professions, or other actions
of civil life; which when they set into, this want is soon found by themselves, and sooner by others.
But this part, touching the amendment of the institutions and orders of universities, | will conclude
with the clause of Caesar’s letter to Oppius and Balbes, Hoc quemadmodum fieri possit, nonnulla mihi
in mentem veniunt, et multa reperiri possunt: deiis rebus rgo vos ut cogitationem suscipiatis

(13) Another defect which | note ascendeth alittle higher than the precedent. For as the proficience of
learning consisteth much in the orders and institutions of universities in the same states and kingdoms,
so it would be yet more advanced, if there were more intelligence mutual between the universities of
Europe than now thereis. We see there be many orders and foundations, which though they be
divided under several sovereignties and territories, yet they take themselves to have akind of contract,
fraternity, and correspondence one with the other, insomuch as they have provincials and generals.
And surely as nature createth brotherhood in families, and arts mechanical contract brotherhoodsin
communalties, and the anointment of God superinduceth a brotherhood in kings and bishops, so in like
manner there cannot but be afraternity in learning and illumination, relating to that paternity which is
attributed to God, who is called the Father of illuminations or lights.

(14) The last defect which | will note is, that there hath not been, or very rarely been, any public
designation of writers or inquirers concerning such parts of knowledge as may appear not to have been
already sufficiently laboured or undertaken; unto which point it is an inducement to enter into a view
and examination what parts of learning have been prosecuted, and what omitted. For the opinion of
plenty is amongst the causes of want, and the great quantity of books maketh a show rather of
superfluity than lack; which surcharge nevertheless is not to be remedied by making no more books,
but by making more good books, which, as the serpent of Moses, might devour the serpents of the
enchanters.

(15) The removing of all the defects formerly enumerate, except the last, and of the active part also of
the last (which is the designation of writers), areopera basilica; towards which the endeavours of a
private man may be but as an image in a crossway, that may point at the way, but cannot go it. But the
inducing part of the latter (which isthe survey of learning) may be set forward by private travail.
Wherefore | will now attempt to make a general and faithful perambulation of learning, with an
inquiry what parts thereof lie fresh and waste, and not improved and converted by the industry of man,
to the end that such a plot made and recorded to memory may both minister light to any public
designation, and, also serve to excite voluntary endeavours. Wherein, nevertheless, my purposeis at



this time to note only omissions and deficiences, and not to make any redargution of errors or
incomplete prosecutions. For it is one thing to set forth what ground lieth unmanured, and another
thing to correct ill husbandry in that which is manured.

In the handling and undertaking of which work | am not ignorant what it isthat | do now move and
attempt, nor insensible of mine own weakness to sustain my purpose. But my hopeis, that if my
extreme love to learning carry metoo far, | may obtain the excuse of affection; for that “It is not
granted to man to love and to be wise.” But | know well | can use no other liberty of judgment than |
must leave to others; and | for my part shall be indifferently glad either to perform myself, or accept
from another, that duty of humanity—Nam qui erranti comiter monstrat viam, &c. | do foresee
likewise that of those things which | shall enter and register as deficiences and omissions, many will
conceive and censure that some of them are already done and extant; others to be but curiosities, and
things of no great use; and others to be of too great difficulty, and almost impossibility to be
compassed and effected. But for the two first, | refer myself to the particulars. For the last, touching
impossibility, | take it those things are to be held possible which may be done by some person, though
not by every one; and which may be done by many, though not by any one; and which may be donein
the succession of ages, though not within the hourglass of one man’s life; and which may be done by
public designation, though not by private endeavour. But, notwithstanding, if any man will take to
himself rather that of Solomon, “Dicit piger, Leo est invia,” than that of Virgil, “Possunt quia posse
videntur,” | shall be content that my labours be esteemed but as the better sort of wishes; for asit
asketh some knowledge to demand a question not impertinent, so it requireth some sense to make a
wish not absurd.



. Triple Distribution of Human Learning. Of
Natural History

(1) The parts of human learning have reference to the three parts of man’s understanding, which isthe
seat of learning: history to his memory, poesy to hisimagination, and philosophy to hisreason. Divine
learning receiveth the same distribution; for, the spirit of man is the same, though the revelation of
oracle and sense be diverse. So as theology consisteth also of history of the Church; of parables,
which is divine poesy; and of holy doctrine or precept. For asfor that part which seemeth
supernumerary, which is prophecy, it is but divine history, which hath that prerogative over human, as
the narration may be before the fact as well as after.

(2) History is natural, civil, ecclesiastical, and literary; whereof the first three | allow as extant, the
fourth | note as deficient. For no man hath propounded to himself the general state of learning to be
described and represented from age to age, as many have done the works of Nature, and the state, civil
and ecclesiastical; without which the history of the world seemeth to me to be as the statue of
Polyphemus with his eye out, that part being wanting which doth most show the spirit and life of the
person. And yet | am not ignorant that in divers particular sciences, as of the jurisconsults, the
mathematicians, the rhetoricians, the philosophers, there are set down some small memorials of the
schools, authors, and books; and so likewise some barren relations touching the invention of arts or
usages. But ajust story of learning, containing the antiquities and originals of knowledges and their
sects, their inventions, their traditions, their diverse administrations and managings, their flourishings,
their oppositions, decays, depressions, oblivions, removes, with the causes and occasions of them, and
all other events concerning learning, throughout the ages of the world, | may truly affirm to be
wanting; the use and end of which work | do not so much design for curiosity or satisfaction of those
that are the lovers of learning, but chiefly for a more serious and grave purpose, which isthisin few
words, that it will make learned men wise in the use and administration of learning. For it is not Saint
Augustine' s nor Saint Ambrose’ s works that will make so wise a divine as ecclesiastical history
thoroughly read and observed, and the same reason is of learning.

(3) History of Natureis of three sorts; of Nature in course, of Nature erring or varying, and of Nature
altered or wrought; that is, history of creatures, history of marvels, and history of arts. Thefirst of
these no doubt is extant, and that in good perfection; the two latter are bandied so weakly and
unprofitably as | am moved to note them as deficient. For | find no sufficient or competent collection
of the works of Nature which have a digression and deflexion from the ordinary course of generations,
productions, and motions; whether they be singularities of place and region, or the strange events of
time and chance, or the effects of yet unknown properties, or the instances of exception to general
kinds. Itistruel find anumber of books of fabulous experiments and secrets, and frivolous
impostures for pleasure and strangeness; but a substantial and severe collection of the heteroclites or
irregulars of Nature, well examined and described, | find not, specially not with due rejection of fables
and popular errors. For asthings now are, if an untruth in Nature be once on foot, what by reason of
the neglect of examination, and countenance of antiquity, and what by reason of the use of the opinion
in similitudes and ornaments of speech, it is never called down.

(4) The use of thiswork, honoured with a precedent in Aristotle, is nothing less than to give
contentment to the appetite of curious and vain wits, as the manner of Mirabilariesisto do; but for two



reasons, both of great weight: the one to correct the partiality of axioms and opinions, which are
commonly framed only upon common and familiar examples; the other because from the wonders of
Nature is the nearest intelligence and passage towards the wonders of art, for it is no more but by
following and, asit were, hounding Nature in her wanderings, to be able to lead her afterwards to the
same place again. Neither am | of opinion, in this history of marvels, that superstitious narrations of
sorceries, witchcerafts, dreams, divinations, and the like, where there is an assurance and clear evidence
of the fact, be altogether excluded. For it is not yet known in what cases and how far effects attributed
to superstition do participate of natural causes; and, therefore, howsoever the practice of such thingsis
to be condemned, yet from the speculation and consideration of them light may be taken, not only for
the discerning of the offences, but for the further disclosing of Nature. Neither ought a man to make
scruple of entering into these things for inquisition of truth, as your Majesty hath showed in your own
example, who, with the two clear eyes of religion and natural philosophy, have looked deeply and
wisely into these shadows, and yet proved yourself to be of the nature of the sun, which passeth
through pollutions and itself remains as pure as before. But this| hold fit, that these narrations, which
have mixture with superstition, be sorted by themselves, and not to be mingled with the narrations
which are merely and sincerely natural. But as for the narrations touching the prodigies and miracles
of religions, they are either not true or not natural; and, therefore, impertinent for the story of Nature.

(5) For history of Nature, wrought or mechanical, | find some collections made of agriculture, and
likewise of manual arts; but commonly with argection of experiments familiar and vulgar; for itis
esteemed a kind of dishonour unto learning to descend to inquiry or meditation upon matters
mechanical, except they be such as may be thought secrets, rarities, and specia subtleties; which
humour of vain and supercilious arrogancy isjustly derided in Plato, where he bringsin Hippias, a
vaunting sophist, disputing with Socrates, atrue and unfeigned inquisitor of truth; where, the subject
being touching beauty, Socrates, after his wandering manner of inductions, put first an example of a
fair virgin, and then of afair horse, and then of afair pot well glazed, whereat Hippias was offended,
and said, “More than for courtesy’ s sake, he did think much to dispute with any that did allege such
base and sordid instances.” Whereunto Socrates answereth, “Y ou have reason, and it becomes you
well, being aman so trim in your vestments,” &c., and so goeth onin anirony. But thetruthis, they
be not the highest instances that give the securest information, as may be well expressed in the tale so
common of the philosopher that, while he gazed upwards to the stars, fell into the water; for if he had
looked down he might have seen the stars in the water, but looking aloft he could not see the water in
the stars. So it cometh often to pass that mean and small things discover great, better than great can
discover the small; and therefore Aristotle noteth well, “ That the nature of everything isbest seenin
his smallest portions.” And for that cause he inquireth the nature of acommonwealth, first in afamily,
and the simple conjugations of man and wife, parent and child, master and servant, which arein every
cottage. Even so likewise the nature of this great city of the world, and the policy thereof, must be firsl
sought in mean concordances and small portions. So we see how that secret of Nature, of the turning
of iron touched with the loadstone towards the north, was found out in needles of iron, not in bars of
iron.

(6) But if my judgment be of any weight, the use of history mechanical is of al others the most radical
and fundamental towards natural philosophy; such natural philosophy as shall not vanish in the fume
of subtle, sublime, or delectable speculation, but such as shall be operative to the endowment and
benefit of man’slife. For it will not only minister and suggest for the present many ingenious
practicesin all trades, by a connection and transferring of the observations of one art to the use of
another, when the experiences of several mysteries shall fall under the consideration of one man’s
mind; but further, it will give amore true and real illumination concerning causes and axiomsthan is



hitherto attained. For like asaman’s disposition is never well known till he be crossed, nor Proteus
ever changed shapesttill he was straitened and held fast; so the passages and variations of nature canno
appear so fully in the liberty of nature asin the trials and vexations of art.



Il. Of Civil History

(1) For civil history, it is of three kinds; not unfitly to be compared with the three kinds of pictures or
images. For of pictures or images we see some are unfinished, some are perfect, and some are
defaced. So of histories we may find three kinds: memorials, perfect histories, and antiquities; for
memorials are history unfinished, or the first or rough drafts of history; and antiquities are history
defaced, or some remnants of history which have casually escaped the shipwreck of time.

(2) Memorials, or preparatory history, are of two sorts; whereof the one may be termed commentaries,
and the other registers. Commentaries are they which set down a continuance of the naked events and
actions, without the motives or designs, the counsels, the speeches, the pretexts, the occasions, and
other passages of action. For thisisthe true nature of acommentary (though Caesar, in modesty mixed
with greatness, did for his pleasure apply the name of a commentary to the best history of the world).
Registers are collections of public acts, as decrees of council, judicial proceedings, declarations and
letters of estate, orations, and the like, without a perfect continuance or contexture of the thread of the
narration.

(3) Antiquities, or remnants of history, are, as was said, tanquam tabula naufragii: when industrious
persons, by an exact and scrupulous diligence and observation, out of monuments, names, words,
proverbs, traditions, private records and evidences, fragments of stories, passages of books that
concern not story, and the like, do save and recover somewhat from the deluge of time.

(4) Inthese kinds of unperfect histories | do assign no deficience, for they aretanquam imperfecte
mista; and therefore any deficience in them is but their nature. Asfor the corruptions and moths of
history, which are epitomes, the use of them deserveth to be banished, as all men of sound judgment
have confessed, as those that have fretted and corroded the sound bodies of many excellent histories,
and wrought them into base and unprofitable dregs.

(5) History, which may be called just and perfect history, is of three kinds, according to the object
which it propoundeth, or pretendeth to represent: for it either representeth atime, or a person, or an
action. Thefirst we call chronicles, the second lives, and the third narrations or relations. Of these,
although the first be the most complete and absolute kind of history, and hath most estimation and
glory, yet the second excelleth it in profit and use, and the third in verity and sincerity. For history of
times representeth the magnitude of actions, and the public faces and deportments of persons, and
passeth over in silence the smaller passages and motions of men and matters. But such being the
workmanship of God, as He doth hang the greatest weight upon the smallest wires, maxima € minimis,
suspendens, it comes therefore to pass, that such histories do rather set forth the pomp of business than
the true and inward resorts thereof. But lives, if they be well written, propounding to themselves a
person to represent, in whom actions, both greater and smaller, public and private, have a commixture,
must of necessity contain a more true, native, and lively representation. So again narrations and
relations of actions, as the war of Peloponnesus, the expedition of Cyrus Minor, the conspiracy of
Catiline, cannot but be more purely and exactly true than histories of times, because they may choose
an argument comprehensible within the notice and instructions of the writer: whereas he that
undertaketh the story of atime, specially of any length, cannot but meet with many blanks and spaces,
which he must be forced to fill up out of his own wit and conjecture.



(6) For the history of times, | mean of civil history, the providence of God hath made the distribution.
For it hath pleased God to ordain and illustrate two exemplar states of the world for arms, learning,
moral virtue, policy, and laws; the state of Graecia and the state of Rome; the histories whereof
occupying the middle part of time, have more ancient to them histories which may by one common
name be termed the antiquities of the world; and after them, histories which may be likewise called by
the name of modern history.

(7) Now to speak of the deficiences. Asto the heathen antiquities of the world it isin vain to note
them for deficient. Deficient they are no doubt, consisting most of fables and fragments; but the
deficience cannot be holpen; for antiquity islike fame, caput inter nubila condit, her head is muffled
from our sight. For the history of the exemplar states, it is extant in good perfection. Not but | could
wish there were a perfect course of history for Grascia, from Theseus to Philopoamen (what time the
affairs of Graecia drowned and extinguished in the affairs of Rome), and for Rome from Romulus to
Justinianus, who may be truly said to be ultimus Romanorum. 1n which sequences of story the text of
Thucydides and Xenophon in the one, and the texts of Livius, Polybius, Sallustius, Caesar, Appianus,
Tacitus, Herodianus in the other, to be kept entire, without any diminution at al, and only to be
supplied and continued. But thisisamatter of magnificence, rather to be commended than required,;
and we speak now of parts of learning supplemental, and not of supererogation.

(8) But for modern histories, whereof there are some few very worthy, but the greater part beneath
mediocrity, leaving the care of foreign storiesto foreign states, because | will not becuriosusin aliena
republica, | cannot fail to represent to your Majesty the unworthiness of the history of England in the
main continuance thereof, and the partiality and obliquity of that of Scotland in the latest and largest
author that | have seen: supposing that it would be honour for your Majesty, and awork very
memorable, if thisisland of Great Britain, asit is now joined in monarchy for the ages to come, so
were joined in one history for the times passed, after the manner of the sacred history, which draweth
down the story of the ten tribes and of the two tribes as twins together. And if it shall seem that the
greatness of thiswork may make it less exactly performed, there is an excellent period of amuch
smaller compass of time, as to the story of England; that is to say, from the uniting of the Roses to the
uniting of the kingdoms; a portion of time wherein, to my understanding, there hath been the rarest
varieties that in like number of successions of any hereditary monarchy hath been known. For it
beginneth with the mixed adoption of acrown by arms and title; an entry by battle, an establishment
by marriage; and therefore times answerable, like waters after a tempest, full of working and swelling,
though without extremity of storm; but well passed through by the wisdom of the pilot, being one of
the most sufficient kings of al the number. Then followeth the reign of aking, whose actions,
howsoever conducted, had much intermixture with the affairs of Europe, balancing and inclining them
variably; in whose time also began that great alteration in the state ecclesiastical, an action which
seldom cometh upon the stage. Then the reign of a minor; then an offer of a usurpation (though it was
but as febris ephemera). Then the reign of a queen matched with a foreigner; then of a queen that livec
solitary and unmarried, and yet her government so masculine, as it had greater impression and
operation upon the states abroad than it any ways received from thence. And now last, this most happy
and glorious event, that thisisland of Britain, divided from all the world, should be united in itself, and
that oracle of rest given to AENeas, antiquam exquirite matrem, should now be performed and fulfilled
upon the nations of England and Scotland, being now reunited in the ancient mother name of Britain,
asafull period of al instability and peregrinations. So that asit cometh to pass in massive bodies, that
they have certain trepidations and waverings before they fix and settle, so it seemeth that by the
providence of God this monarchy, before it was to settle in your maesty and your generations (in
which | hope it is now established for ever), it had these prelusive changes and varieties.



(9) For lives, | do find strange that these times have so little esteemed the virtues of the times, as that
the writings of lives should be no more frequent. For although there be not many sovereign princes or
absolute commanders, and that states are most collected into monarchies, yet are there many worthy
personages that deserve better than dispersed report or barren eulogies. For herein the invention of one
of the late poetsis proper, and doth well enrich the ancient fiction. For he feigneth that at the end of
the thread or web of every man’slife there was alittle medal containing the person’s name, and that
Time waited upon the shears, and as soon as the thread was cut caught the medals, and carried them to
theriver of Lathe; and about the bank there were many birds flying up and down, that would get the
medals and carry them in their beak alittle while, and then let them fall into the river. Only there were
afew swans, which if they got a name would carry it to atemple where it was consecrate. And
although many men, more mortal in their affections than in their bodies, do esteem desire of name and
memory but as a vanity and ventosity,

“Animi nil magneelaudis egentes;”

which opinion cometh from that root, Non prius laudes contempsimus, quam laudanda facere
desivimus: yet that will not alter Solomon’ s judgment, Memoria justi cum laudibus, at impiorum
nomen putrescet: the one flourisheth, the other either consumeth to present oblivion, or turneth to anill
odour. And therefore in that style or addition, which is and hath been long well received and brought
in use, felicis memoriag pisgememoriag bonsememoriag we do acknowledge that which Cicero saith,
borrowing it from Demosthenes, that bona fama propria possessio defunctorunmy which possession |
cannot but note that in our timesiit lieth much waste, and that therein there is a deficience.

(10) For narrations and relations of particular actions, there were also to be wished a greater diligence
therein; for there is no great action but hath some good pen which attends it. And becauseitisan
ability not common to write agood history, as may well appear by the small number of them; yet if
particularity of actions memorable were but tolerably reported as they pass, the compiling of a
complete history of times might be the better expected, when awriter should arise that were fit for it:
for the collection of such relations might be as a nursery garden, whereby to plant afair and stately
garden when time should serve.

(11) Thereisyet another partition of history which Cornelius Tacitus maketh, which is not to be
forgotten, specially with that application which he accoupleth it withal, annals and journals:
appropriating to the former matters of estate, and to the latter acts and accidents of a meaner nature.
For giving but atouch of certain magnificent buildings, he addeth, Cum ex dignitate populi Romani
repertum sit, resillustres annalibus, talia diurnis urbis actis mandare. So asthereisakind of
contemplative heraldry, aswell ascivil. And as nothing doth derogate from the dignity of a state more
than confusion of degrees, so it doth not alittle imbase the authority of a history to intermingle matters
of triumph, or matters of ceremony, or matters of novelty, with matters of state. But the use of a
journal hath not only been in the history of time, but likewise in the history of persons, and chiefly of
actions; for princes in ancient time had, upon point of honour and policy both, journals kept, what
passed day by day. For we see the chronicle which was read before Ahasuerus, when he could not take
rest, contained matter of affairs, indeed, but such as had passed in his own time and very lately before.
But the journal of Alexander’s house expressed every small particularity, even concerning his person
and court; and it is yet a use well received in enterprises memorable, as expeditions of war,



navigations, and the like, to keep diaries of that which passeth continually.

(12) I cannot likewise be ignorant of aform of writing which some grave and wise men have used,
containing a scattered history of those actions which they have thought worthy of memory, with politic
discourse and observation thereupon: not incorporate into the history, but separately, and as the more
principal in their intention; which kind of ruminated history | think more fit to place amongst books of
policy, whereof we shall hereafter speak, than amongst books of history. For it isthe true office of
history to represent the events themselves together with the counsels, and to |eave the observations and
conclusions thereupon to the liberty and faculty of every man’s judgment. But mixtures are things
irregular, whereof no man can define.

(13) So also isthere another kind of history manifoldly mixed, and that is history of cosmography:
being compounded of natural history, in respect of the regions themselves; of history civil, in respect
of the habitations, regiments, and manners of the people; and the mathematics, in respect of the
climates and configurations towards the heavens. which part of learning of all othersin thislatter time
hath obtained most proficience. For it may be truly affirmed to the honour of thesetimes, and in a
virtuous emulation with antiquity, that this great building of the world had never through-lights made
init, till the age of us and our fathers. For although they had knowledge of the antipodes,

“Nosque ubi primus equis Oriens afflavit anhelis,
Illic serarubens accendit lumina Vesper,”

yet that might be by demonstration, and not in fact; and if by travel, it requireth the voyage but of half
the globe. But to circle the earth, as the heavenly bodies do, was not done nor enterprised till these
later times: and therefore these times may justly bear in their word, not only plus ultra, in precedence
of the ancient non ultra, and imitabile fulmen, in precedence of the ancient non imitabile fulmen,

“Demens qui nimbos et non imitabile fulmen,” &c.

but likewise imitabile cadum; in respect of the many memorable voyages after the manner of heaven
about the globe of the earth.

(14) And this proficience in navigation and discoveries may plant also an expectation of the further
proficience and augmentation of all sciences; because it may seem they are ordained by God to be
coevals, that is, to meet in one age. For so the prophet Daniel speaking of the latter times foretelleth,
Plurimi pertransibunt, et multiplex erit scientia: asif the openness and through-passage of the world
and the increase of knowledge were appointed to be in the same ages; aswe seeit is aready performed
in great part: the learning of these later times not much giving place to the former two periods or
returns of learning, the one of the Grecians, the other of the Romans.



Ill. Ecclesiastical History

(1) History ecclesiastical receiveth the same divisions with history civil: but further in the propriety
thereof may be divided into the history of the Church, by a general name; history of prophecy; and
history of providence. The first describeth the times of the militant Church, whether it be fluctuant, as
the ark of Noah, or movable, asthe ark in the wilderness, or at rest, asthe ark in the Temple: that is,
the state of the Church in persecution, in remove, and in peace. This part | ought in no sort to note as
deficient; only | would that the virtue and sincerity of it were according to the mass and quantity. But
| am not now in hand with censures, but with omissions.

(2) The second, which is history of prophecy, consisteth of two relatives—the prophecy and the
accomplishment; and, therefore, the nature of such awork ought to be, that every prophecy of the
Scripture be sorted with the event fulfilling the same throughout the ages of the world, both for the
better confirmation of faith and for the better illumination of the Church touching those parts of
prophecies which are yet unfulfilled: allowing, nevertheless, that latitude which is agreeable and
familiar unto divine prophecies, being of the nature of their Author, with whom athousand years are
but as one day, and therefore are not fulfilled punctually at once, but have springing and germinant
accomplishment throughout many ages, though the height or fulness of them may refer to some one
age. Thisisawork which | find deficient, but is to be done with wisdom, sobriety, and reverence, or
not at all.

(3) Thethird, which is history of Providence, containeth that excellent correspondence which is
between God' s revealed will and His secret will; which though it be so obscure, as for the most part it
is not legible to the natural man—no, nor many times to those that behold it from the tabernacle—yet,
at sometimesit pleaseth God, for our better establishment and the confuting of those which are as
without God in the world, to write it in such text and capital |etters, that, as the prophet saith, “He that
runneth by may read it"—that is, mere sensual persons, which hasten by God’ s judgments, and never
bend or fix their cogitations upon them, are nevertheless in their passage and race urged to discern it.
Such are the notable events and examples of God’ s judgments, chastisements, deliverances, and
blessings; and thisis awork which has passed through the labour of many, and therefore | cannot
present as omitted.

(4) There are also other parts of learning which are appendicesto history. For all the exterior
proceedings of man consist of words and deeds, whereof history doth properly receive and retain in
memory the deeds; and if words, yet but as inducements and passages to deeds; so are there other
books and writings which are appropriate to the custody and receipt of words only, which likewise are
of three sorts—orations, letters, and brief speeches or sayings. Orations are pleadings, speeches of
counsel, laudatives, invectives, apologies, reprehensions, orations of formality or ceremony, and the
like. Lettersare according to all the variety of occasions, advertisements, advises, directions,
propositions, petitions, commendatory, expostulatory, satisfactory, of compliment, of pleasure, of
discourse, and all other passages of action. And such as are written from wise men, are of al the
words of man, in my judgment, the best; for they are more natural than orations and public speeches,
and more advised than conferences or present speeches. So again letters of affairs from such as
manage them, or are privy to them, are of all others the best instructions for history, and to a diligent
reader the best historiesin themselves. For apophthegms, it isagreat loss of that book of Caesar’s; for
as his history, and those few letters of his which we have, and those apophthegms which were of his



own, excel al men’'selse, so | suppose would his collection of apophthegms have done; for asfor
those which are collected by others, either | have no taste in such matters or else their choice hath not
been happy. But upon these three kinds of writings | do not insist, because | have no deficiencesto
propound concerning them.

(5) Thus much therefore concerning history, which isthat part of learning which answereth to one of
the cells, domiciles, or offices of the mind of man, which isthat of the memory.



1IV. Poetry

(1) Poesy isapart of learning in measure of words, for the most part restrained, but in all other points
extremely licensed, and doth truly refer to the imagination; which, being not tied to the laws of matter,
may at pleasure join that which nature hath severed, and sever that which nature hath joined, and so
make unlawful matches and divorces of things—Pictoribus atque poetis, &c. Itistaken in two senses
in respect of words or matter. Inthefirst sense, it isbut acharacter of style, and belongeth to arts of
speech, and is not pertinent for the present. In the latter, it is—as hath been said—one of the principal
portions of learning, and is nothing el se but feigned history, which may be styled aswell in prose asin
verse.

(2) The use of thisfeigned history hath been to give some shadow of satisfaction to the mind of manin
those points wherein the nature of things doth deny it, the world being in proportion inferior to the
soul; by reason whereof thereis, agreeable to the spirit of man, a more ample greatness, a more exact
goodness, and a more absolute variety, than can be found in the nature of things. Therefore, because
the acts or events of true history have not that magnitude which satisfieth the mind of man, poesy
feigneth acts and events greater and more heroical. Because true history propoundeth the successes
and issues of actions not so agreeable to the merits of virtue and vice, therefore poesy feigns them
more just in retribution, and more according to revealed Providence. Because true history representeth
actions and events more ordinary and less interchanged, therefore poesy endueth them with more
rareness and more unexpected and alternative variations. So asit appeareth that poesy serveth and
conferreth to magnanimity, morality and to delectation. And therefore, it was ever thought to have
some participation of divineness, because it doth raise and erect the mind, by submitting the shows of
things to the desires of the mind; whereas reason doth buckle and bow the mind unto the nature of
things. And we see that by these insinuations and congruities with man’s nature and pleasure, joined
also with the agreement and consort it hath with music, it hath had access and estimation in rude times
and barbarous regions, where other learning stood excluded.

(3) Thedivision of poesy which is aptest in the propriety thereof (besides those divisions which are
common unto it with history, as feigned chronicles, feigned lives, and the appendices of history, as
feigned epistles, feigned orations, and the rest) isinto poesy narrative, representative, and allusive.
The narrative is amere imitation of history, with the excesses before remembered, choosing for
subjects commonly wars and love, rarely state, and sometimes pleasure or mirth. Representativeis as
avisible history, and is an image of actions asif they were present, as history is of actionsin nature as
they are (that is) past. Allusive, or parabolical, is anarration applied only to express some special
purpose or conceit; which latter kind of parabolical wisdom was much more in use in the ancient
times, as by the fables of Asop, and the brief sentences of the seven, and the use of hieroglyphics may
appear. And the cause was (for that it was then of necessity to express any point of reason which was
more sharp or subtle than the vulgar in that manner) because men in those times wanted both variety of
examples and subtlety of conceit. And as hieroglyphics were before letters, so parables were before
arguments; and nevertheless now and at all times they do retain much life and rigour, because reason
cannot be so sensible nor examples so fit.

(4) But there remaineth yet another use of poesy parabolical, opposite to that which we last mentioned;
for that tendeth to demonstrate and illustrate that which is taught or delivered, and this other to retire
and obscure it—that is, when the secrets and mysteries of religion, policy, or philosophy, are involved



in fables or parables. Of thisin divine poesy we see the use is authorised. In heathen poesy we see the
exposition of fables doth fall out sometimes with great felicity: asin the fable that the giants being
overthrown in their war against the gods, the earth their mother in revenge thereof brought forth Fame:

“Illam terra parens, irairritat Deorum,
Extremam, ut perhibent, Coso Enceladoque soroem,
Progenuit.”

Expounded that when princes and monarchs have suppressed actual and open rebels, then the
malignity of people (which isthe mother of rebellion) doth bring forth libels and slanders, and
taxations of the states, which is of the same kind with rebellion but more feminine. So in the fable that
the rest of the gods having conspired to bind Jupiter, Pallas called Briareus with his hundred hands to
his aid: expounded that monarchies need not fear any curbing of their absoluteness by mighty subjects,
as long as by wisdom they keep the hearts of the people, who will be sure to comein on their side. So
in the fable that Achilles was brought up under Chiron, the centaur, who was part aman and part a
beast, expounded ingeniously but corruptly by Machiavel, that it belongeth to the education and
discipline of princes to know aswell how to play the part of alion in violence, and the fox in guile, as
of the man in virtue and justice. Nevertheless, in many the like encounters, | do rather think that the
fable was first, and the exposition devised, than that the moral was first, and thereupon the fable
framed; for | find it was an ancient vanity in Chrysippus, that troubled himself with great contention to
fasten the assertions of the Stoics upon the fictions of the ancient poets; but yet that all the fables and
fictions of the poets were but pleasure and not figure, | interpose no opinion. Surely of these poets
which are now extant, even Homer himself (notwithstanding he was made akind of scripture by the
later schools of the Grecians), yet | should without any difficulty pronounce that his fables had no such
inwardness in his own meaning. But what they might have upon a more original tradition is not easy
to affirm, for he was not the inventor of many of them.

(5) In thisthird part of learning, which is poesy, | can report no deficience; for being as a plant that
cometh of the lust of the earth, without aformal seed, it hath sprung up and spread abroad more than
any other kind. But to ascribe unto it that which is due, for the expressing of affections, passions,
corruptions, and customs, we are beholding to poets more than to the philosophers’ works; and for wit
and eloguence, not much less than to orators harangues. But it is not good to stay too long in the
theatre. Let us now passon to the judicial place or palace of the mind, which we are to approach and
view with more reverence and attention.



V. Knowledge divided first into Divinity and
Philosophy

(1) The knowledge of man is as the waters, some descending from above, and some springing from
beneath: the one informed by the light of nature, the other inspired by divine revelation. The light of
nature consisteth in the notions of the mind and the reports of the senses; for as for knowledge which
man receiveth by teaching, it is cumulative and not original, asin awater that besides his own spring-
head is fed with other springs and streams. So then, according to these two differing illuminations or
originals, knowledge isfirst of all divided into divinity and philosophy.

(2) In philosophy the contemplations of man do either penetrate unto God, or are circumferred to
nature, or are reflected or reverted upon himself. Out of which severa inquiries there do arise three
knowledges—divine philosophy, natural philosophy, and human philosophy or humanity. For all
things are marked and stamped with this triple character—the power of God, the difference of nature
and the use of man. But because the distributions and partitions of knowledge are not like several lines
that meet in one angle, and so touch but in a point, but are like branches of atree that meet in a stem,
which hath a dimension and quantity of entireness and continuance before it come to discontinue and
break itself into arms and boughs; therefore it is good, before we enter into the former distribution, to
erect and constitute one universal science, by the name of philosophia prima, primitive or summary
philosophy, as the main and common way, before we come where the ways part and divide
themselves; which science whether | should report as deficient or no, | stand doubtful. For | find a
certain rhapsody of natural theology, and of divers parts of logic; and of that part of natural philosophy
which concerneth the principles, and of that other part of natural philosophy which concerneth the soul
or spirit—all these strangely commixed and confused; but being examined, it seemeth to me rather a
depredation of other sciences, advanced and exalted unto some height of terms, than anything solid or
substantive of itself. Nevertheless| cannot be ignorant of the distinction which is current, that the
same things are handled but in several respects. Asfor example, that logic considereth of many things
as they are in notion, and this philosophy as they are in nature—the one in appearance, the other in
existence; but | find this difference better made than pursued. For if they had considered quantity,
similitude, diversity, and the rest of those extern characters of things, as philosophers, and in nature,
their inquiries must of force have been of afar other kind than they are. For doth any of them, in
handling quantity, speak of the force of union, how and how far it multiplieth virtue? Doth any give
the reason why some thingsin nature are so common, and in so great mass, and others so rare, and in
so small quantity? Doth any, in handling similitude and diversity, assign the cause why iron should
not move to iron, which is more like, but move to the loadstone, which islesslike? Why in all
diversities of things there should be certain participles in nature which are almost ambiguous to which
kind they should be referred? But there is a mere and deep silence touching the nature and operation
of those common adjuncts of things, as in nature; and only a resuming and repeating of the force and
use of them in speech or argument. Therefore, because in awriting of this nature | avoid all subtlety,
my meaning touching this original or universal philosophy isthus, in aplain and gross description by
negative: “That it be areceptacle for al such profitable observations and axioms as fall not within the
compass of any of the special parts of philosophy or sciences, but are more common and of a higher
stage.”



(3) Now that there are many of that kind need not be doubted. For example: Isnot therule, S
inoxualibus agualia addas, omnia erunt inagqualia, an axiom as well of justice as of the mathematics?
and is there not a true coincidence between commutative and distributive justice, and arithmetical and
geometrical proportion? Is not that other rule, Quaein eodem tertio conveniunt, et inter se conveniunt,
arule taken from the mathematics, but so potent in logic as all syllogisms are built upon it? Isnot the
observation, Omnia mutantur, nil interit, a contem