
TO-NIGHT I have been wandering awhile in the capitol, which is all lit up. The illuminated rotunda
looks fine. I like to stand aside and look a long, long while, up at the dome; it comforts me somehow.
The House and Senate were both in session till very late. I look’d in upon them, but only a few
moments; they were hard at work on tax and appropriation bills. I wander’d through the long and rich
corridors and apartments under the Senate; an old habit of mine, former winters, and now more
satisfaction than ever. Not many persons down there, occasionally a fitting figure in the distance.
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