
AS I have look’d over the proof-sheets of the preceding pages, I have once or twice fear’d that my
diary would prove, at best, but a batch of convulsively written reminiscences. Well, be it so. They are
but parts of the actual distraction, heat, smoke and excitement of those times. The war itself, with the
temper of society preceding it, can indeed be best described by that very word convulsiveness.

98. “Convulsiveness”
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